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Genesis of U.S. ïIraq Relations, 

to 1958

ÅPost-World War II 
international 
dynamics gradually 
drew the United 
States into a deeper 
political relationship 
with Iraq. The onset 
of the Cold War 
raised fears in 
Washington about 
Soviet expansionism 
into the Middle East.





Managing Chronic Instability, 

1958 ï1979

ÅIn the 1958-1979 

era, the United 

States pursued 

interlocking goals 

in Iraq. 





The Initial Challenge of Saddam 

Hussein, 1979-1989

ÅA secularist, 
Hussein also 
positioned himself 
as a vital bulwark 
against Islamic 
fundamentalism in 
Iran, where the 
Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini took 
power in 1979 .




